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[Abstract:] Relative to coal picked out by Melters as unfit for melting purposes... 183 4 


United States Mint, Philadelphia, Penn., 
Melter and Refiner’s Department, 
April 21, 1879 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Superintendent 


Sir, 


In the N.W. angle, outside of the Mint, there is a large heap of inferior coal, picked out 
from time to time by our melters, as useless for their purpose, consisting of pieces of coal, more 
or less blended with Slate & Pyrites. It is also reported to be unfit for steam-use. I believe it has 
been heretofore sold to the men at lower rates, but this disposal has not been in my hands. May I 
solicit the favor of a General Order in relation to it, so that the returns from it may rightly go to 
the Treasury, & yet avoid the temptation of human nature, that the men should be careful not to 
throw out good coal. 


Respectfully yours, 
Jas. C. Booth 


